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Clouds not observable/ observed

Clouds dissolving or becoming less developed
State of sky as a whole unchanged

Clouds forming or developing

Drizzle not freezing or snow grains

Rain not freezing or snow grains

Snow not freezing or snow grains

Rain and snow or ice pallets

Drizzle or rain, freezing

Showers of rain

Showers of snow, or of rain and snow
Showers of hail, or of rain and hail

Fog on past hour, not at present

Drifting snow below eye level, slight/ moderate
Drifting snow below eye level, heavy
Blowing snow, above eye level, slight/ moderate
Blowing snow, above eye level, heavy

Fog in patches

Fog thinning in last hour, sky discernable
Fog thinning in last hour, sky not discernable
Fog unchanged in last hour, sky discernable
Fog unchanged in last hour, sky not discernable
Fog beginning/thickening in last hour, sky discernable
Fog beginning/thickening in last hour, sky not discernable
Fog depositing rime, sky discernable

Fog depositing rime, sky not discernable
Slight drizzle, intermittent

Slight drizzle, continuous

Moderate drizzle, intermittent

Moderate drizzle, continuous

Dense drizzle, intermittent

Dense drizzle, continuous

Freezing drizzle, slight

Freezing drizzle, moderate or dense

Drizzle and rain, slight

Drizzle and rain, moderate or dense

Slight rain, intermittent

Slight rain, continuous

Moderate rain, intermittent

Moderate rain, continuous

Heavy rain, intermittent

Heavy rain, continuous

Freezing rain, slight

Freezing rain, moderate or heavy

Rain or drizzle and snow, slight

Rain or drizzle and snow, moderate/ heavy
Slight fall of snow flakes, intermittent

Slight fall of snow flakes, continuous
Moderate fall of snow flakes, intermittent
Moderate fall of snow flakes, continuous
Heavy fall of snow flakes, intermittent
Heavy fall of snow flakes, continuous

Ice prisms, with/without fog

Snow grains, with/without fog

Isolated star like crystals

Ice pallets

Slight rain showers

Moderate of heavy rain showers

Violent rain showers

Slight showers of rain and snow

Moderate/ heavy showers of rain and snow
Slight snow showers

Moderate or heavy snow showers

Slight showers of soft or small hail
Moderate/ heavy showers of soft/ small hail
Slight showers of hail

Moderate or heavy showers of hail

Visibility

090
091
092
093
094
095
096
097

<50m
50-200 m
200-500 m
500- 1000 m
1-2 km

2-4 km

4-10 km
>10 km

Clouds

Type high altitude (3-8 km)

Ci
CS
cc

Cirrus
Cirrostratus
Cirrocumulus

Type medium altitude (2-4 km)

AS Altostratus
AC Altocumulus

Type low altitude (0-2 km)

ST
SC
cu
CN

Stratus
Stratocumulus
Cumulus
Cumulonimbus

Codes based on ASSIST (Arctic Ship-based Sea Ice Standardization Tool) protocol
http://iceobs.beta.gina.alaska.edu




